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before the foe, whose demands were accepted under the
illusion that damage could thus be limited and complete
ruin avoided.
During August and September the Socialist Party was
still a prey to internal dissension. On August 28 the
right-wing section, the c concentrationists * (a last homage
to the ghost of party unity) issued an appeal, declaring
themselves frankly in favour of legality and collaboration
with the government. This division, which had been in
virtual existence for several months, led to a fresh cleavage
at the socialist National Congress, which took place in
Rome early in October. Since the end of 1920 the Socialist
Party had lost a great part of its strength, now reduced to
73,000, of whom 61,000 were represented at the congress.
Its maximalist leaders proposed the expulsion of the c con-
centrationists \ on various grounds, accusing them first and
foremost of { manoeuvres which aim at helping to solve the
ministerial crisis by the promise of eventual support to
government policy 3. The voting went in favour of the
maximalists by a small majority—32,106 against 29,119 ;
the two tendencies being thus more or less equal, as at
Leghorn. The split was dramatic because it seemed so
unusually pointless. Separation from the reformists was
not going to make the new majority of the party less feeble
pr incapable. The speech made by its leader, Serrati,
showed an appalling misapprehension of the real state of
affairs :
6 You say,5 he thundered at the reformists, c that we
can help to settle the bourgeois crisis and pick up some
trifling advantages, as we did in 1912. You seek alliance
with democracy and say that socialism too is democratic.
But socialism is proletarian democracy, real democracy,
while the other is bourgeois, the falsification of true demo-
cracy	Let all who wish to work for the revolution come
with us  and all who wish to  thwart it go  with the
bourgeoisie**
Serrati was simply persisting in his pre-war hostility
towards the reformists, and all the events of 1919-22 had
passed over his head without effect. The problem raised by

